
"A professor from the local university came to visit the town rabbi. 

"I have studied in all the great universities throughout the world," bellowed the professor 

with conceit. "I wish to learn one page of Talmud with you, to complete all my learning." 

"Me, learn Talmud with you?" the rabbi asked. "You may have studied for many years in all 

the great cities, but the Talmud requires very subtle logic and reasoning. It is very hard to 

understand." 

"My good man," answered the professor. "I am capable of learning anything, and very 

quickly at that." 

"Then let's try something simple," said the rabbi. "Two thieves break into a house and go 

down the chimney. Once inside the house, they discover that one of them has a dirty face 

covered with soot, while the other has a clean face. Which one of the two thieves will wash 

his face?" 

"Why, that is simple," the professor replied. "Of course the thief with the dirty face will 

wash." 

"I am afraid you are mistaken," sighed the rabbi. "The thief with the dirty face sees the thief 

with the clean face and assumes his face is also clean. The thief with the clean face sees the 

thief with the dirty face and assumes that his face is also dirty. So only he washes." 

"I see, I see," said the professor. "Indeed." 

"Now again. Two thieves come down the chimney, one with a clean face and the other with 

a dirty face. Which one washes?" 

"Why, rabbi, you already told me. The one with the clean face washes!" 

"Wrong!" sighed the rabbi. "You are mistaken. They both wash their face. When the one 

with the clean face washes, the one with the dirty face will see him wash, and will wash his 

face also." 

"I see, I see, Indeed," replied the professor. 

“One more time. Two thieves come down the chimney, one with a clean face and one with 

a dirty face. Which one washes?” 

“Both of them do. You just explained that to me.” 

“Wrong again,” sighed the rabbi. “I see you just don’t have a head for the Talmud. How 

could two thieves possibly come down the same chimney with only one of them having a 

dirty face?” 

And with that, the professor left the rabbi’s house, very humbled. 


